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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .102(d). and MPEP § 708.02 Vlfl. Applicants 



respectftilly petition ihe Commissioner to grant special status to the above-identified application, 
and provide accelerated examination thereof 

(A) The Conunissioner is acuthorized to charge the required fee to Deposit 
Account No. 50-1710. 

(B) The pending claims are believed to be directed to a single invention. If the 
Examiner believes that the pending claims arc directed to more than one invention. Applicants 
hereby agree to elect claims directed to a single invention, without traverse. 
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(C) A pre-examination search has been made of the subject matter of the 
claimed invention, in U.S. Class 348, subclass 552; U.S. Class 709, subclasses 217. 219, and 
224; U.S. Class 725, subclasses 9, 10, 14, 16, 18, 19, 20, 37, 105. 106, 109, 1 10, U 1, 1 12, 1 1 3, 
11 4, 1 1 5, 1 1 6, 117, 1 1 8. 1 19, 120, and 122; and on computer using Qeustel#Orbit, 
ESPACENET (EPO), and the USPTO databases, 

(D) One copy of each of the documents found in the pre-examination search 
and deemed most closely related to the subject application is included with the attached 
Information Disclosure Statement, and listed on the attached PTO-1449. 

(E) The documents listed on the attached PTO-1449 may be pertinent to the 
subject application as follows: 

I. U.S. Patent No. 5,819,156 may be pertinent because it discloses a PC/TV 
convergence device operable in a television mode, a computer mode, and a combination 
television/computex mode. The PC/TV convergence device includes a display, a computer and a 
tracking device. The display receives and displays images in all three modes. The computer 
executes programs and is at least opemble in the computer mode and the combination 
television/computer mode. The tracking device, which is coupled to the display and computer, 
ttacks, records and repons select uses of the display and the computer during each of the 
television mode, the computer mode and the combination television/computer mode. 

However, U Patent No. 5,8 1 9, 1 56 foils to disclose or suggest structure 
and/or sieps for crediting viewing with respect to a viewing window being displayed on a screen 
including ( a) applying a predetermined crediting rule to the viewing window; and ( b) crediting 
viewing with respect to the viewing window only if the viewing window meets the 
predetermined crediting rule. U.S. Patem No. 5,81 9,1 56 also fails to disclose or suggest structure 
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and/or steps tor metering video displayed in a window on a screen of a viewing device including 
(a) determining whether the viewing device has a COM interface or an API interface; (b) if the 
viewing device has a COM imerfiace, determining channel data from a channel related object of 
the COM interface; and (c) if the viewing device has an API interface, calling the API interface 
so as TO determine chaiuiel data associated with a video application. U.S. Patent No. 5»819,156 
also feils to disclose or suggest a software meter arranged to meter video displayed in a window 
on a screen, including (a) first program code executable lo detemiine tuning daia from a video 
^plication related to the displayed video; and (b) second program code executable to detennine 
an ancillary identification code relating to displayed video, U,S. Patent No. 5,81 9,156 also fails 
to disclose or suggest a metering system for metering viewing of video displayed in a window on 
a screen, including (a) a software meter arranged to detemiine identifying data related to the 
video displayed in the window; and (b) a creditor arranged to apply a crediting rule in 
detennining whether to credit the identifying data, 

2. U.S. Patent No. 5,857,190 may be peninent because it discloses an event 
logging system for an interactive entertainment network system that is capable of centrally 
logging a large number of concurrently received events generated at subscriber homes. The 
interactive entertainment network system has a centralized headend interconnected via a 
distribution network to multiple user interface units located in subscriber homes. An example 
user interface unit is a TV set operably connected to and controlled by a set-top box. Individual 
events are generated and detected at the user interface units. For example, channel up/dovm, 
bunon presses, service requests, warnings, and errors are possible events that might be detected 
at the user interface units. Each user interface imit has a processor and a log application program 
interface (log API) executing on the processor. The log API determines whether an event is a 

Doc if IX 01 (12722-l)00CHj4l02320vl;Un»;2OOl^tiit ll 30 - 3 - 



Received from < ^2022987585 > at 1 1l29f01 1 1 :5S:57 AM (Eastern Standard Time] 



Nov-29-01 I2:50pfn Prom-KmEN MUCHIN ZAVIS +2022987585 T-401 P. 06/17 F-IIS 



loggaWe event, which should be recorded, or a non-Ioggable event ^vhicb should not be recorded. 
The log APi looks to an event filter criteria stored in a shared memory at the user interface unit to 
assist in deciding which events are to be recorded and which are not 

However, LI,S. Patent Mo, 5,857,190 fails to disclose or suggest structure 
and/or steps for crediting viewing with respect to a viewing window being displayed on a screen 
including (a) applying a predetermined crating rule to the viewing window; and (b) crediting 
viewing with respect to the viewing window only if the viewing window meets the 
predetermined crediting rule. U,S, Patent No. 5,857,190 also flails to disclose or suggesx structure 
and/or steps for metering video displayed in a window on a screen of a viewing device including 
(a) detennining whether the viewing device has a COM interface or an API interface; (b) if the 
viewing device has a COM interface, deterauning channel data from a channel related object of 
the COM interface; and (c) if the viewing device has an API interface, calling the API interface 
so as to determine channel data associated with a video application, U.S. Patent No, 5,857,190 
also fails to disclose or suggest a software meter arranged to meter video displayed in a window 
on a screen, including (a) first program code executable to determine tuning data from a video 
application related to the displayed video; and (b) second program code executable to determine 
an ancillary identification code relating to displayed video. U.S. Patent No. 5,857,190 also fails 
to disclose or suggest a metering system for metering viewing of video displayed in a window on 
a screen, including (a) a software meter arranged to determitie identifying data related to the 
video displayed in the window; and (b) a creditor arrdngcd to apply a crediting rule in 
detennining whether to credit the identi^ing data. 

3. U.S. Patent No. 5,872,588 may be pertinent because it discloses a system 
for collecting infonnation on audio-visual materials presented to a subscribers. Information is 
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coUecied by content coding of audio-visual materials provided to ihe subscriber by a video 
distribution node with audio-visual identifier information. The aodio-visual identifier 
information is decoded by a home station where the information is coUected and processed. The 
contem coding information can then be utiUzed by the subscribers home station to collect 
informaUon on the subscribers selection of audio-visual material (AVM) streams and record 
information on which aVMs have been presented to the subscriber. An audio-video material 
distribution system supplies AVM streams to home stations via a local distribution network. The 
home stations decode the contem coding from the AVM strcanas and collect the encoded contem 
codes. The coUected contem codes ate then sent to coUection centers for processing. The 
encoded infonnation may also be utilized to provide management of an upstream channel 
between the home stations and the video disnribution node. 

However. U.S. Patent No. 5,872,588 foils to disclose or suggest smjciure 
and/or steps for crediting viewing with respect to a viewing window being displayed on a screen 
including (a) applying a predetermined crediting rule to the viewing window; and (b) crediting 
viewing with respect to the viewing window only if the viewing window meets the 
predetermined crediting rule. U.S. Patent No. 5,872.588 also fails to disclose or suggest snructure 
and/or steps for metering video displayed in a window on a screen of a viewing device including 
(a) determining whether the viewing device has a COM interface or an API interface; (b) if the 
viewing device has a COM interface, determining channel data 6om a channel related object of 
the COM interface; and {c) if the viewing device has an API interface, calling the API interface 
so as to determine channel data associated with a video application. U.S. Patent No. 5,872,588 
also fails to disclose or suggest a software meter arranged to meter video displayed in a window 
on a screen, including (a) first program code executable to determine tuning data from a video 
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applicauon related to the displayed video; and (b) second progT^m code executable to determine 
an ancUlary identification code relating to displayed video. U.S.PatentNo. 5.872.588 also faUs 
to disclose or suggest a metering system for metering vie^.ing of video displayed in a window on 
a screen, including (a) a software meter arranged to determine identifying data related to the 
video displayed in the window; and (b) a creditor arranged to apply a crediting n»le in 
determining whether to credit the id^itifying data. 

4. U.S. Patent No. 5,973,750 may be pertinent because it discloses a television 
channel selection monitoring apparams for monitoring reception status of a television receiver 
coupled to a display for the display of an image responsive to an inpiw video signal suppUed 
thereto. lUe said television receiver is capable of selecting one of a pluraUty of television 
channels broadcast through a satellite. CATV, or ground wave broadcast system and providing to 
the display a video signal received through the selected television channel. The input video 
signal has a predetermined channel number indication section for indicating on the display a 
channel number for each of the television channels for a predetermined dumtion every time 
channel selection is made at the television receiver. Circuitry is provided for digitizing the video 
signal and temporarily storing it for at least a part of each frame of the video signal. Circuitry is 
provided for extracting out of the digitized video signal an image section corresponding to the 
channel number indication section, thereby to provide a digitized image of the channel number. 
Circuitry is provided for identifying the channel number to which the television receiver is tuned. 

However, U.S. Patent No. 5,973,750 fails to disclose or suggest stmcture 
and/or steps tor crediting viewing with respect to a viewing window being displayed on a screen 
including (a) applying a predetermined crediting rule to the viewing window; arrd (b) crediting 
viewing with respect to the viewing window only if the viewing window meets the 
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predetenniocd crediting rule. U.S. Patew No. 5,973,750 also fails to disclose or suggest structure 
and/or steps for metering video displayed in a window on a screen of a viewing device including 
(a) determining whether the viewing device has a COM interface or an API intcrfece; (b) if the 
viewing device has a COM interfece, determining channel data fioro a channel related object of 
the COM interface; and (c) if the viewing device has an API inter&ce, calling the API interface 
so as to determine channel data associated with a video application. U.S. Patent No. 5,973.750 
also foils to disclose or suggest a software meter arranged to meter video displayed in a window 
on a screen, including (aj first program code executable to detennine tuning data fiom a video 
appUcation reUted to the di^layed video; and (b) second program code executable to determine 
an anciUaiy identification code relating to displayed video. U.S. Patent No. 5.973,750 also feils 
to disclose or suggest a metering system for metering viewing of video displayed in a window on 
a screen, including (a) a software meter arranged to determine identifying data related to the 
video displayed in the window; and (b) a creditor arranged to i^jply a crediting rule in 
determining whether to credit the identi^fing data. 

5. U.S. Patent No. 5,974,299 may be pertineni because it discloses an audience 
rating system for digital television and radio, using identification codes in control streams of 
time-multiplexed digital transmissions. When a television set or radio, that is being monitored 
pursuant to the system, is turned on and tuned into a channel, and each time that the channel is 
changed, an identification code for each audio, video or auxiliary digital stream of the channel is 
extracted from the control stream, and recorded along with the time. The tune is also recorded 
when the television set or radio is turned off. This data makes it possible lo determine what 
stations, channels, and programs members of the audience being monitored are watching or 
listening to at any particular time. A multiplexed digital transmission is received separately by 
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The television set or radio (or an attached integrated receiver and decoder) and a meter connected 
to it The meter compares the elementary digital streams of the channel being received by the 
television set or radio with digital streams of each of the channels in the multiplexed digital 
transmission, until it finds a match. Alternatively, the meter does not receive ihe multiplexed 
digital transmission separately, but has access to an elemeniaty stream extracted from the 
multiplexed digital transmission by an integrated receiver and decoder. In both alternatives, the 
meter extracts identification codes for the channels being received from the elementary stream. 

However, U.S. Patent No, 5,974,299 fails to disclose or suggest structure 
and/or steps for crediting viewing with respect to a viewing window being displayed on a screen 
incli^ding (a) applying a predeteraiined crediting rule to the viewing window; and (b) crediting 
viewing with respect to the viewing window only if the viewing vvixulow meets the 
predetermined crediting rule. U.S. Patent No. 5,974,299 also feils to disclose or suggest structure 
and/or steps for metering video displayed in a window on a screen of a viewing device including 
(a) deiennining whether the viewing device has a COM interface or an Apl interface; (b) if the 
viewing device has a COM interface, determining channel data from a channel related object of 
the COM interface; and (c) if the viewing device has an API interface, calling the API interface 
so as TO determine chaimel data associated with a video application. U.S. Patent No. 5,974,299 
also fails to disclose or suggest a software meter an:anged to meter video displayed in a window 
on a screen, including (a) first program code executable to determine tuning data fi'om a video 
application related to the displayed video; and (b) second program code executable to determine 
an ancillary identification code relating to displayed video, U.S. Patent No. 5,974^99 also fails 
to disclose or suggest a metering system for metering viewing of video displayed in a window on 
a screen, including (a) a software meter arranged to determitie identifying data related to the 
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video displayed in the window; and (b) a creditor arranged to apply a crediting rule in 
determining whether to credit the identiiying data. 

6. U-S. Patent No. 6,061,082 may be pertinent because it discloses an internet 
TV system for taking a survey of an audience to determine a rating comprises a broadcasting 
siation and ai least two lnxem« TV receivers. The broadcasting station encodes a viewing 
channel search command into a TV broadcasting signal and broadcasts the TV broadcasting 
signal to the Internet TV receivers. If the TV broadcasting signal received by the Inieroet TV 
receivers includes the viewing channel search command, the Internet TV receivers decode the 
received TV broadcasting signal, write electronic mails including notification of cutremly viewed 
channels, and transmit the electronic maUs to the broadcasting station. The broadcasting station 
then calculates the audience rating according to the electronic mails received from the Internet 
TV receivers. 

However, U.S. Patent No. 6,061,082 fails to disclose or suggest structure 
and/or steps for crediting viewing with respect to a viewing window being displayed on a screen 
including (a) ^plying a predetermined crediting nde to the viewing window; and (b) crediting 
viewing with respect to the viewing window only if the viewing window meets the 
predetermined c«diting rule. U.S. Patent No. 6.061 ,082 also fails to disclose or suggest structure 
and/or steps for metering video displayed ia a window on a screen of a viewing device including 
(a) determining whether the viewing device has a COM interface or an API interface; (b) if die 
viewing device has a COM interface, determining channel data from a channel related object of 
the COM interface; and (c) if the viewing device has an API interface, calling the API imerfece 
so as to deteimine channel data associated with a video appUcation. U.S. Patent No. 6,061 .082 
also fails to disclose or suggesx a software meter arranged to meter video displayed in a window 
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on a screen, including (a) first program code executable to determine uming data firom a video 
application related to the displayed video; and (b) second program code executable to deiexmine 
an ancillary idemification code relating to displayed video, U.S. Patent Wo. 6,061,082 also fails 
to disclose or suggest a metering system for metering viewing of video displayed in a ^vindow on 
a screen, including (a) a software meter arranged to determine identifying data related to the 
video displayed in the window; and (b) a creditor arranged to apply a crediting rule in 
determining whether to credit the identifying data. 

7. U.S. Patent No, 6,1 57,41 1 may be pertinent because it discloses a method 
for providing an entertainment program guide including (a) receiving entertainment system data 
descriptive of entertainment programs encoded in a plurality of different source formats from a 
plurality of different sources, (b) converting the received entertainment system daia from each of 
the plurality of dififerem sources from each of the source formats into a unitary format, the 
unitaiy format having a source identifier and at least one trait associated with each entertainment 
program, tc) storing the converted entertainment system data in the unitary format in a repository, 
and (d) providing a query interface to the repository of entertainment system data in the unitary 
format for subsequent access by a user. 

However, U.S. Patent No, 6»157,4ll fails to disclose or suggest structure 
and/or steps for crediting viewing with respect to a viewing window being displayed on a screen 
including (a) applying a predetermined crediting rule to the viewing window; and (b) crediting 
viewing with respect to the viewing window only if the viewing window meets the 
predetermined crediting rule. U.S. Patent No. 6,1 57,41 1 also fails to disclose or suggest structure 
and/or steps for metering video displayed in a window on a screen of a viewing device including 
(a) determining vrtiether the viewing device has a COM interface or an API interface; (b) if the 
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viewing device has a COM interface, determiniag channel daia from a channel related object of 
ihe COM interface; and (c) if the viewing device ba^ an API interface, calling the API interface 
so as to determine channel data associated with a video application, U.S. Patent No, 6,1 57,4 1 1 
also fails to disclose or suggest a software meter arranged to meter video displayed in a window 
on a screen, including (a) first program code executable to determine tuning data from a video 
application related to the displayed video; and (b) second program code executable to determine 
an ancillary identification code relating to displayed video. U.S. Patent No. 6,1 57,41 1 also fails 
TO disclose or suggest a metering system for metering vievsdng of video displayed in a window on 
a screen, ixwluding (a) a software meter arranged to determine identifying data related to the 
video displayed in the window; and (b) a creditor arranged to apply a crediting rtile in 
determining whether to credit the identifying data. 

8, U.S. Patent No. 6,192,403 may be pertinent because it discloses an adaptive 
monitor and suppon system that ad^ts a monitoring process for monitored devices based on 
monitored data by downloading instructions and/or monitor/support programs to opthnizc the 
monitoring process. A monitorysuppon shell executes in the monitored devices such as personal 
computers that are intelligent and support execution. For those devices that are non-intelligent 
such as a telephone station or a television, intelligent monitor devices are provided to support the 
monitor/suppon shell to achieve the monitoring process. 

However, U.S. Patent No. 6,192,403 fails to disclose or suggest structure 
and/or steps for crediting viewing with respect to a viewing window being displayed on a screen 
including (a) applying a predetermined crediting rule to the viewing wmdow; and (b) crediting 
viewing with respect to the viewing window only if the viewing window meeis the 
predetermined crediting rule, U.S. Patent No, 6,192,403 also fails to disclose or suggest smicture 

Doc«.Dail tl?722-0(XX)4J4TU232i>vl.ll/29/2UOiaiOc U 30 - 1 1 - 



ReceNedfroin<*20229S7S85>at1« 11:5S:$7 AM [Eastern Standard r^^^ 



Nov-29-DI 12:53pin Fron-KATTEN MUCHIN ZAVIS 



+Z022987585 



T-401 P. 14/17 F-119 



and/or steps for metering video displayed in a window on a screen of a viewing device including 
(a) determining whether the viewing device has a COM interface or an API interfece; (b) if the 
viewing device has a COM interface, detexroimng channel data ftora a channel relaxed object of 
the COM interface; and (c) if the viewing device has an API interface, calling the API iaterface 
so as to deieimine channel data associated with a video application. U.S. Patent No. 6,192,403 
also fails to disclose or suggest a software meter ananged to meter video displayed in a window 
on a screen, including (a) first program code executable to deiennine tuning data from a video 
^pUcation related to the displayed video; and (b) second program code executable to determine 
an ancillary identification code relating to displayed video. U.S. Patent No. 6,1 92,403 also fails 
to disclose or suggest a metering system for metering viewing of video displayed in a window on 
a screen, including (a) a software meter arranged to determine identifying data related to the 
video displayed in the window, and tb) a creditor arranged to apply a crediting rule in 
deteraiirnng whether to credit tfie identifying data. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. 
office by telephone at (202) 625-3507. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Auomey for Applicants 



Auomey forAppli 
Richard P. Bauer 
RegisTration No, 3 1 ,588 
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GJ^Wonmtrton Ut^linuie SiMtcmcnt, Pl'0-i44d onU ^c^A^ Uot:un>en(s 

□ OMm for pr^oniy ana cerufiea copie* oi . 

□ Is due inmsOLCul 3nct Cticck tor $ . 
SToaicr specify) A?i^)CC,\cjK2:, Pcul^a- Of AHol 
by placing your rcccivzu^ dole siamp btrreon and T^tuming lu 



Ally 



* 0 OU; 




Cununissioncr for Paiems 
Wavhington. DC. 20231 



Sir 



Ally Pu:kei^ifl£5t5/a&ft»?^ 
AppliCiuion No CS/^S^^^ 

Kjudly ucjujuwlffagc receipt of ine accompanying: 

□ Re«iww< UJ Officjol Acuoo. ^ 

pf^ fi j f^ ^ cJy^SA. (iigg^U du^ T> c wr c&.t Ac** . 

□ Nuute of ApptfOt :ina Check tur $ 



S^furauoioc Di>clOM4it Surtcnumt, PTO-1449 una — ^^^"^ docmnfinis 

□ Clium for prK>f4iy 3n4 cemliBd copic& of _ 

□ l;i>iic tc3c ironiiiwtial aud Check for $ .-^^ /O * ^"tfV 

CaToUier (specify) A»Sco"ia:t^ Pc;^C;r A^cvnA^ '^N 
by pl^icmg your rccoving date Mump yieicun an4 n^Uinung lu 

Due pAf^ Al , 6ti f 



Any 
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